Vanishing endometrial carcinoma.
Three cases of histologically proven endometrial carcinoma (EmCa) demonstrated no residual carcinoma or biopsy site on the subsequent hysterectomy specimen. The shared identity of both endometrial biopsy and hysterectomy specimen was proven, and specimen misidentification was excluded in all 3 cases through successful DNA profiling. Just as vanishing cancer in prostatic carcinoma has recently been defined and accepted, it is suggested that vanishing EmCa can also be defined using specific pathological and clinical criteria. DNA profiling may serve to confirm the diagnosis. Vanishing EmCa is only a small subset within hysterectomy specimens that show no EmCa after a histological diagnosis of EmCa. The concept of vanishing EmCa may be useful in both clinical and medicolegal practice.